
Iowa’s dental Medicaid program has been signifi cantly underfunded over the last two decades, 
negatively impacting access to care for Iowa’s underserved citizens. In 2020, Iowa only invested   
$30.2 million—1.6% of the state’s total Medicaid budget—into the Dental Wellness Plan 
(DWP).

Fast Facts

Filling 

Average customary fee......$217.11

Current Medicaid
reimbursement...................$  72.47

(33% of average customary fee)

Independent small practice pays  
$144.64 out of pocket or 67%

of full average fee.

• Oral healthcare aff ects overall health. Poor oral health can be 
associated with diabetes, cardiovascular disease, stroke, and 
Alzheimer’s disease.

• Without regular cleanings and dental examinations, minor dental 
issues can lead to costly and preventable procedures such as 
tooth extractions, root canals, crowns, fi llings, and other invasive 
procedures.

• Properly-funded Medicaid dental care can lead to 25% fewer 
emergency department visits in two years and 50% fewer 
visits in three years.

The care Iowa dentists 
provide to Medicaid patients 
is reimbursed at an average 
of 40% of their typical fee. As 
most Iowa dentists are small 
business owners, accepting 

such low Medicaid rates is not 
fi nancially feasible, resulting in 

many dropping out of 
Medicaid altogether.

The Bottom Line for Iowa Dentists

“The issue is Medicaid reimbursement rates don’t 
cover the cost of materials and overhead. Dentists 

are charitable, but a small business can’t survive on 
charity. We are long overdue for an increase in 

reimbursement to refl ect the actual cost
 of treating patients.”

-Dr. Rachael Revell, West Des Moines pediatric 
dentist serving Medicaid patients.

Increase Access to Quality Oral Health Care



Yearly Dental Exam

Iowa’s reimbursement increased $0.37 over 19 years 
and is currently 33% of the customary charge.

Child Dental Cleaning

Iowa’s reimbursement increased $0.57 over 20 years 
and is currently 37% of the customary charge.

Iowa’s Dental Medicaid Fees Have Not Increased in Nearly 20 Years

Iowa Medicaid Reimbursement Rate Customary Charge in Iowa

The Ask
Align Medicaid dental reimbursement rates with Hawki.

Investing $31.5 million into the DWP program ensures Iowa families have access to quality dental care and small 
businesses are able to recover their costs. In turn, dentists can provide optimal care for their patients.   

Supporting Partners

• Delta Dental of Iowa 

• Iowa Dental Assistant Association

• Iowa Chapter


