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During the October 2017 executive council meeting, Maxine 
Proskurowski, School District 4j nurse, detailed a request for fi nancial 
support to cover a $1400 funding gap for children’s dental services. 
Although United Way and the Lane County Medical Society made 
donations to the children’s dental services program, $1400 was still 
needed to cover transportation to clinics for children, parents and 
a nurse. Responding to this request, the executive council voted to 
provided the needed funding on condition that LCDS members be en-
couraged to make individual contributions to replenish these funds.

After detailing this in our last issue and speaking to the need at the 
last CE program in January, four member dentists have stepped up to 
make a donation, each funding a trip for kids to the dentist.

We thank: 

Dr. Mark Stapleton, Pediatric Dentistry

Dr. Tian Xia, Eugene Endodontic Associates

Dr. Derek James Bevans, Family and Cosmetic Dentistry 

Dr. David Wilson,  Eugene Endodontics

Dr. Andrew Dow, Eugene Periodontics & Implant Dentistry and  
LCDS Council President.

If you would like to sponsor a trip, contact Jim Wilcox, LCDS Execu-
tive Director. 541-686-1175. You may mail your contribution to Lane 
County Dental Society, 2200 Oakmont Way, #110, Eugene, Oregon 
97401. 

Due to the nature of this program, these donations are not tax 
deductible.

UPDATE!

LCDS Members Respond to Children’s Dental Needs

We reprint again the letter from Rebecca Sprinson, Eugene 
Education Foundation

Dear LCDS Executive Council and Members,

The Eugene Education Foundation and School District 4J want to 
express our deepest thanks to the Lane County Dental Society for 
the generous gift of $1,400 towards the “Miles of Smiles” pro-
gram. This program provides cleanings at LCC, oral health educa-
tion, and restorative dental care to some of the neediest students 
in our community. Dental pain is one of the leading causes of 
absences for K-12 students, and for many of their parents, access-
ing dental care is nearly impossible. As you know, oral health is a 
critical factor in the healthy development of children. With these 
services, our students can attend school pain-free and ready to 
learn. Thank you so much for your support!

Since 1993, the Eugene Education Foundation has invested in en-
richment and equity programs across School District 4J. This year, 
we granted over $210,000 to classrooms and district programs, 
supporting a wide range of subjects, including STEM, literacy, 
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schools are the foundation of our community, and that EEF is the 
foundation of our public schools. To learn more about our work, 
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Rebecca Sprinson
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You’ve worked hard
to build your practice,
but have you taken
care of business?
We can help.

Professional Banking

Member FDIC    Equal Housing Lender

503-509-0073 
ColumbiaBank.com

JENNIFER KINKADE
VP, Private Banking Officer
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Dr. Jacks Brings Navy ‘Cred’ to Practice
It was my pleasure to learn more about new LCDS member 
Dr. T. Mathew Jacks, who in a wide-ranging 45 minute inter-
view detailed his many years of dental experience serving in 
the Navy as well as running a private practice. It was dur-
ing Dr. Jacks’ navy years supervising 50 military personnel 
that he came to appreciate the can-do military approach 
to dental service. Speaking from this experience, Dr. Jacks 
off ered constructive ideas to improve the dental “industry,” 
among them, addressing the challenge of massive dental 
school debt and how it infl uences new dentists. Faced with a 
half-million in debt and heavily leveraged to open a practice, 
Dr. Jacks noted that sometimes new dentists channel their 
careers toward specialties that generate higher income 
when their passion may be toward less profi table public 
health dentistry.

Coming from a military perspective, Dr. Jacks noted the 
value of developing a sense of dedication in the private 
practice where, unlike the military, the bottom line of profi t 
or perish guides practice. 

With plans to leave the military and start his own practice, Dr. Jacks and his wife spent time 
visiting many diff erent locales, eventually moving to Eugene/Springfi eld to assume the prac-
tice of Dr. Harper, who is retiring. Among the attractions our area off ers, Dr. Jacks noted the 
easy access to the coast, mountains and our running heritage.
Now settled in the area, Dr. Jacks acknowledged the dedication of his wife Heather who 
left behind a following of her artwork in the D.C. area. Their teen son is currently enrolled in 
classes at Oak Hill School. 
After talking to Dr. Jacks for some time, it’s obvious he’ll run a tight ship with a fi rm but sup-
portive approach gained from his many years as a naval offi  cer.

 ~ J.P. Wilcox
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